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Diversity Committee meeting minutes
November 20, 2015
WUCMAA Office

La Crosse, WI
Present:  Thai Vue and Sandy Hardie 

Phone:  Anthony Harris

Excused: Gail Kinney, Cathy Scheier, Danise Doudna, Sterlon White, Tina Virgil, Richard Bryant, and Denise Johnson
Unexcused: Rebecca Weise, Tish Minor, and Jesse Heffernan, 

Staff:  Mai Zong Vue and Lucas Moore

Thai called the meeting to order at 9:39 a.m.

Introduction – Thai gave a brief introduction about the Wisconsin United Coalition of Mutual Assistance Association (WUCMAA).  WUCMAA operates like a little United Nations of the Hmong in Wisconsin.   WUCMAA was created in 1995 to work with MAAs throughout Wisconsin.  WUCMAA is a strong partner working with the State Refugee Office at the Department of Children and Families in the past 30 years and has successfully helped Southeast Asian refugees obtain jobs and become self-sufficient.  Together, they reduced welfare dependency rate from 87% in the mid 1980s to 4% in 2000s.  Today WUCMAA is in its second phase, transitioning to address behavior health issues in the Hmong community.   Thai shared that in his 30 years of working in the MAAs, he has not seen a person committing suicide despite its high dependency rate.  However, the issues and unmet needs today are mental health and alcohol.  Thai witnesses many suicides despite the fact that many Hmong are working full time.
Public Comments:  none

Meeting Minutes: Due to a lack of quorum, the October 20 meeting minutes were tabled to the January meeting.

DMHSAS Updates: 

The annual Mental Health and Substance Abuse Conference was a success.  The presentation by the Diversity Committee was well-received.  The audience was engaged.  A question was raised whether or not members from the Diversity Committee can attend the Native American conference in March.  Mai Zong will find out and let the Committee know at the January meeting.  For next year’s conference, it was suggested that a clinical supervision workshop be conducted by Mark Sanders.

Planning for both the Crisis Intervention Conference and the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Conference is underway.  If the Diversity Committee would like to present a workshop, the topic and presenter(s) should be identified soon and submit to each conference planning committee.

Lucas shared information about Project YES, which is a program targeted towards young adults in order to help them with the transitional system as they get dropped from their parents’ insurance.  This program can be tied to Community Comprehensive Services (CCS) after the pilot projects.  The current projects are piloted in Outagamie and Jefferson counties.  Becky Kanitz is the director of Project Yes and she stands for youth empowerment solutions.

Youth Presentation:  Lucas Moore, the Adolescent Youth Coordinator, gave a brief presentation about his roles at DMHSAS.  He provides training and technical assistance to funded agencies.  Lucas staffs the Children, Youth, and Family Treatment committee.  He is also on the subcommittee of the adolescent treatment committee.  Right now he is working on increasing membership in this subcommittee.  Three goals of the subcommittee are:

1.
Education – how addiction follows the disease; outreach to University of Wisconsin system to inquire about collaboration efforts. They also work with parents in order to engage parents and hear parents’ voices.   

2.
School connection – they work closely to stay connected with school staff.

3.
Access to services – making sure students have access to services in school.
Data Review:  Due to low turn-out, this item will be put back on next month’s agenda for further discussion.  One suggested idea was that perhaps a block of time at future Diversity meetings should be set for data review.  This may help members to finish reviewing existing reports and give a brief report summary, including individual feedbacks and thoughts on the report.  

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Conference Discussion – Thai shared that overall the workshop was good.  To fine tune the discussion, the Committee should bring in the conversation on a regular basis.  For example, having the same workshop title each time the Committee presents will bring consistency and name recognition to the topic and the Committee.  The goal is to excite the audience and build an expectation of what the Diversity committee will bring to the conference each year.

Review of CLAS Standard motion – Sandy asked if there would be potential hesitation from local providers to document each standard.  There are 15 standards.  Is this too much for agencies to implement?
2016 Meeting Dates:  Thai commented again that if the meeting time can be changed to 10 a.m. to 2 p.m, this would help his travel schedule.  Sandy suggested keeping January and February meetings in Madison due to winter weather.  

Future agenda

· Diversity Committee Presentation Workshop at MH/SA Conference
· Data Review Discussion
· Website

· New member application 

· New SCAODA Chair, Duncan
· Joyce Allen—State Plan

· DSPS – July month
· Increase communication among the four Committee (collaborate and/or share meeting minutes to avoid overlapping issues?)

Sandy motioned to adjourn the meeting and Thai seconded at 2 p.m.
Meeting notes by Mai Zong Vue, 608-266-9218
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