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DIVERSITY COMMITTEE MEETING                          

August 21, 2015; 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

IndependentFirst
540 S. 1st St., Milwaukee, WI 
Meeting Minutes

Present:  Denise Johnson, Danise Doudna, Richard Bryant, Sandy Hardie and Thai Vue

By phone:  Cathy Scheier & Gail Kinney
Staff:  Mai Zong Vue 
Guests:  Interpreters 
Excused:  Tina Virgil
Thai opened meeting at 9:35 a.m.

Introduction: Everyone introduced themselves.  

Public Comments:  None
Tour of Independent First:  The deputy director of Independence First gave a thorough tour to the Diversity Committee members.  
Approval of Minutes:  Gail made motion to accept both the May 8 and July 17 meeting minutes as submitted and Cathy seconded.  Meeting minutes were unanimously approved.

Website: Gail reported that an instructor showed interest in helping with the website.  She will meet with him and let him know what needs to be done.  Now that there is someone willing to help, what do we want the website to look like?  After some reviews and discussions about the original need for having a website (our own voice and resource sharing for providers and individuals), it was agreed that everyone would send their website comments and ideas to Gail.  Denise asked if the federal language of “substance use” vs AODA would be used in the website.  It was agreed that this term will take a long time to change so we will continue to use the same language--AODA.  The approved Diversity Committee logo will be used and the website link will be available from the SCAODA website.  
DMHSAS UPDATES:  DMHSAS finished the Leadership and Cultural: a community empowerment institute on August 14 at Lac du Flambeau.   Pat Cork gave the closing remarks for emerging leaders, mentors, and staff.  The training was a success as the emerging leaders requested for more training and indicated what they would like to do as their next steps.
Mental Health/Substance Abuse Conference:  The Committee reviewed the revised workshop presentation timeline.  A discussion was held about a final preparation meeting for the members who will be presenting at the Diversity workshop on October 21.  The Committee decided to move the October 16 to October 20 at 6 p.m. at Wisconsin Dells.  
WI FY2016-2017 Combined Behavioral Health Assessment and Plan (MH & SA Services Block Grant:  The Committee reviewed the 15 priorities and had a few questions including:  Are the priorities listed in the order of importance?  How does DMHSAS align the resources to programs?  Who and how does DMHSAS regularly monitor programs?  Who are in charge of action steps or state block grant plan?  After much discussion of these questions, the Committee would like to learn more about the block grant, its process and monitoring of DHMSAS programs by inviting Joyce Allen to speak to the Diversity Committee future meetings.  This will help the Committee gain a better understanding of the block grant plan and implementation steps.   Priorities of interest in the block grant plan to the work of the Committee are priority #: 3, 5 and 10.  
Data Compilation Discussion:  A deadline was set for members to finish reviewing their data and submit their feedback sheet to Mai Zong by November 1.  Mai Zong will compile all information for the Diversity meeting on November 20, 2015.  The November 20 meeting be held Madison or via conference call if weather is bad.

Others:

The Committee reviewed the Diversity Committee’s 2014 Annual Report.  Cathy made a motion to approve and seconded by Sandy.  The 2014 Diversity 2014 Annual Report was unanimously approved.
Next agenda item:

· WI Minority Health Council or office to present on CLAS and internal program changes?  Invite both Evelyn and board chair of the WI Minority Health Council
· Substance Abuse Prevention Specialist (what is the incentive for people to get SAPTS training?) – Christy Niemuth

· Discussion by Gail Kinney regarding her role and how to better serve the underserved populations.

· Youth Program present by Lucas Moore

Adjournment:  Sandy made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:45 p.m. and seconded by Richard.

Meeting minutes by Mai Zong Vue; 8-21-15; 608-266-9218
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